
SOMETIMES YOU GET LUCKY
Once Forgotten...
For this one year old all black cat...things were not looking very good. He was on his own...outside in Kinnelon.   In Kinnelon, 
living “outside” meant that he would have to out-smart hawks, foxes and coyotes, while dodging cars and other vehicles.  Still, 
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How he came to be in the great outdoors and how he lost his paw will never really be known but what we do know is that when 
things were looking their bleakest, his luck changed. A caring resident spotted the cat hobbling along South Glen Road and took 
��������������������������������������������������������ϐ����Ǥ

Now Found...
Once safe and secure he was assessed.  It was clear that he was scared, tired, 
hungry and hurting. But there was more to see. His eyes, demeanor and up-
turned tail told us he was friendly.  A vet visit provided further information.  
With the exception of the jagged bone ending and possible infection from the 
wound, this cat was in good shape.  He received a prescription for antibiot-
ics,  rest and TLC.  Fortunately for him...at KVAS we specialize in Tender Loving 
Care. He had us at MEOW. Despite his situation and the obvious pain, this cat 
was outgoing and talkative.  Each day he would beg and beg for more and more 
attention, often  greeting  the volunteers who cared for him with a soft touch of 
his outstretched front paws and a booming voice... MeOwWeee...which sounded 
enough like the Hawaiian island to give him his very own name, MAUI. Everyone 
who met MAUI was charmed by him...the KVAS volunteers, his doctors and all of 
the vet techs at the Butler Animal Hospital, and visitors to the shelter and Petco 
where he made the occasional appearance when other cats were offered for 
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you thoroughly captivated, he would insist on long belly rubs and head scratches.  He was thoroughly, and blissfully spoiled.

The Waiting...
With his winning personality, MAUI was a favorite at the shelter, and it wasn’t only the humans who liked him.  The other 
shelter residents in the cat room took a great deal of interest in MAUI.  Sadly, however we could not let them interact directly 
with him.  That missing back paw meant that he might fall and any further injury could prove devastating. For safety concerns, 
MAUI was restricted to his cage while the other cats roamed the shelter. MAUI could not play with the other felines, nor was he 
a candidate for adoption.  And so, he would watch as the other cats romped, and went off with their adoptive parents to their 
“forever” homes.  Meanwhile, back at the animal hospital, his  progress was being monitored and options were explored.
Ultimately a decision was reached.  The nature of his injury was such that he would never have use of his right hind leg.  The 
best thing for MAUI was to have the leg amputated.   He would be minus a leg but a three-legged cat could lead a happy and 
agile life.
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Dear Friends of KVAS,

���������������������������������ϐ������������������������������������������������������-
ner. It’s time for looking back at all KVAS has accomplished in the year while at the same 
time, looking forward with anticipation  of what the new year will bring.

It’s time to thank you for all of your contributions... while asking for 
your continued support.

It’s time to acknowledge our deep appreciation of our volunteers 
...while asking them, and you, to commit some time and energy in 2013 
to KVAS and our homeless animals, and

It’s time to extend our sincere gratitude to every adopter who provided 
a forever home to an animal in need... and reminding everyone that the 
need never ends.

As I sum up this past year, I am impressed by all that KVAS has accomplished and in-
������������������������������������������������Ǥ������������������ϐ��������������������������
Newsletter so that you can experience the full breadth of KVAS’ work. Our feature story 
will introduce you to our three-legged miracle cat MAUI, and provide you with a picture 
of who we are and all that we do.

How MAUI came to lose his hind right  paw is a question that is likely to remain unan-
swered, but the rest of his story is known and well worth reading. It reminds us all of 
the perils that face any animal who is left to fend for itself in the great outdoors. It is also 
a tale of triumph over adversity ...beating some very long odds, and of a group of rela-
tive strangers (all devoted animal lovers) who pulled together to save a cat that many of 
them would never even meet.  

Wishing you all a warm and wonderful holiday season, 

 

Debbie Shepherd, President

Letter from the President

��������Ǧ���ϐ��������������������������-
tion organization, the Kinnelon Volunteer 
Animal Shelter (KVAS) exists to provide 
a haven for homeless and unwanted cats 
and dogs until their forever homes can be 
found.  Some of our animals come to us as 
strays who would have not survived very 
�����������������Ǥ��������ϐ��������������
to us through situations where their pre-
vious owner can no longer care for them. 
Regardless of their journey to our door…
once inside they are provided with warm 
and wonderful care.

Board of Directors
President: Debbie Shepherd
Vice President: Jenn Natale
Secretary: Kathy Magaw
Treasurer: Cheryl Canale
Trustee:  Dorothy Watkins 
Cat Managers: Carolyn Gacio
  Debbie Shepherd
  Elaine Hamill
Dog Managers: Dee Maharg
  Cheryl Canale
Location Mgr.: Renee Dols

Mailing Address
2 Kiel Avenue - #252
Kinnelon, New Jersey 07405

Shelter Address
118 Kinnelon Road
Kinnelon, New Jersey 07405

Telephone
973-283-4120

Email
shelter@kvasnj.org
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email list
www.kvasnj.org

Adoption Hours
Saturday: at PETCO
  Rt. 23, Kinnelon
  11 am - 2 pm
Sunday:  at our shelter
  1 pm - 3 pm
  or by appointment
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Animal Shelter

... a haven’till home ¡
¡

¡

An open letter from the all the KVAS Animals who have found their forever homes.

Dear KVAS Volunteers and Supporters,

We  were the unwanted ones.  Some of us were abandoned by people who no longer wanted us...
or who loved us, but could no longer take care of us.  Some of us came as newborns, others as 
�������Ǥ�����������������������ϐ����ǡ������������������������������Ǥ����������������������������
unsure, we hissed, scratched and barked at you. You could have turned us away...but you didn’t.
You took us in and made us feel safe and warm.  You made us well and provided a grooming when 
needed.   You made sure we saw the doctor and got vaccinations to keep us healthy.  You had us 
spayed or neutered. 

You took us for long walks, petted and brushed us. You showed us that the touch of a human 
could be warm and wonderful. You took us to Petco showings and opened the doors at the shelter 
each Sunday to allow prospective parents to come and look us over. You told them our stories and 
made all of the introductions. Sometimes it took just one look. Others of us spent long periods at 
���������������������������������������Ǥ���������������������������������ϐ��������	�������
home...AND WE DID! We have all been adopted through KVAS. We want to thank you (and all of 
those who support your good work) for providing us with ...a haven ‘til home. You changed our 
lives. You SAVED our lives.

With love and licks from all the ADOPTED cats, dogs and bunnies,

Copper, Nellie,  KitKat, Licorice, Randy, Maui, Lynx, Buddy, Aspen, Bentley, Reilly, Lucy, Jackie, Rascal, 

Melody, Bohdi, Bubbles , Angelique, Benny, Katrina, Kat, Minx, Razor, Pumpkin, Kyle, Georgia, Ozzie, 

Pickles, Sidney, Randy, Sterling, Ralph, Kayla, Twix, Taffy, Rascal, Romeo, Shadow, Licorice, Brody, 

Stella, Emmett, Echo, Isabella, Theodore, Jasper, Logan, Skye, Sonny and a very grateful, Remy



So...we had a course of action but even with  a special discount, the cost of MAUI’s medical 
care would be substantial, especially for a small shelter like KVAS. One of the volunteers sug-
gested that we turn to the public for help and MAUI’s story (and rather cute photo) appeared 
in a few local publications. Frankly, we did not know what to expect. Sure MAUI was hand-
some, but his physical impairment might cause some people to turn away. This was a far cry 
from the typical cute kitten story.   And so, like MAUI, we waited.
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her own but cared for the neighbor’s animals while their owners were on vacation. She also 
enclosed a donation. Then came more checks, on-line donations through our website, Get 
Well cards from children and people stopping by our table at Petco on Route 23 to make 
a donation and extend their good wishes. There were phone calls as well---Animal lovers 
inquiring as to MAUI’s health status, veterinarians from nearby towns offering support and 
services, and a few, expressing interest in adopting him.  As uplifting as the latter of these 
calls were, we needed to focus on MAUI’s surgery and recovery before thinking about his 
adoption.

At last! Accompanied by the thoughts and prayers of every 
KVAS volunteer, MAUI went for his surgery at the Butler 
Animal Hospital where he received extraordinary care 
and exceptional kindness.  He was treated like a prince. 
Now strong, well- rested and otherwise healthy, MAUI 
moved through his surgery and post-operative care swiftly 
and smoothly.  Then, crowned with a protective cone (to 
prevent him from reaching his stitches) MAUI headed to 
a volunteer’s foster home for his recovery. Like most cats, 
MAUI was not a fan of the cone and made every effort 
to remove it. With all the charm he could muster, MAUI 

would lay on his back, reach out to his foster mom with that “come hither” look and beg her 
to remove the cone. Tempted as she was, the cone stayed in place along with the stitches. In 
time, he was healed and back in the shelter...now able to play and strut his stuff in front of 
potential adopters.  

����������������������������������ǡ����������������������������������������������ϐ�������������
(and who no longer had pets of her own) came to meet MAUI in person.  They went home 
together and will live happily ever after.

Epilogue:  His new name is LUCKY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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      DONATE, VOLUNTEER and ADOPT.

Lisa Agront
Brian Agront
Beate Amos
Joni Bender
John Bender
Helena Aumenta
Mary Babcock
Janet Blondek
Susanne Boillat
Adele Boonstra
Mary Buda
Cheryl Canale
Doug Canale
Lisa Crane
Erin DeBernardi
Renee Dols
Cynthia Eigenmann
Paula Evans
Steve Evans 
Nicole Evans
George Finckenor
Carolyn Gacio
Lynn Gaines
John Gaines
Bill Geiger
Kathleen Gillen
Theresa Goldstein
Sandi Gros
Elaine Hamill
Sarah Hare-Lidman
Galina Haviland
David Hoenig
Nancy Huber

Karen Jameson
Eileen Kitchell
Debra Lautenberg
Lauren Lent
Joann Luterzo
Kathy Magaw
Dee Maharg
Anne Mandanayake
Pam McKenna
Jennifer Natale
Linda Nebesni
Denise Persico
Lindsay Persico
Jean  Pokorny
Greg Pokorny
Lisa Pokorny
Joann Raso
Alena Sankar
Lynn Schaper
Ann Shagin
Judy Shepard
Debbie Shepherd
Karen Simpson
Tom Snyder
Linda Then
Jeanne Valentine
Francine Van Heusen
Caitlin Ward
Robert Ward
Dorothy Watkins
Jeanne Wilkes 
Dawn Zaremba
Ken Zaremba
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There simply are not enough adjectives 
to describe our fabulous volunteers...
tireless, devoted, caring, generous come 
close but that would leave out dependable, 
experienced, warm-hearted, nurturing, 
and committed and even those words fall 
����������������������ϐ�����������ϐ���������Ǥ
The truth is that with all the attention we 
give to the homeless animals, we some-
times fail to shine the spotlight on the 
extraordinary people who run every facet 
of the Kinnelon Volunteer Animal Shelter.  
We have no paid staff whatsoever...every 
minute of time is donated!! Whether is 
it walking a dog, planning a fundraiser, 
transporting an animal for grooming or a 
vet visit, cleaning cages, interfacing with 
the municipality, fostering a very young or 
ailing animal, introducing pets to potential 
adopters, paying the bills, composing 
newsletters, or scooping poop...it is a 
volunteer who is making it happen.

 “If you want to get a job done, give it to a 
busy person.” (Anon.)  That has never been 
more true than it is at KVAS. Most of our 
volunteers hold down full time jobs and 
�������������������������ϐ����������������Ǥ��
Some are retirees or empty-nesters. Oth-
ers are caregivers to elderly parents.  Some 
����������������ǤǤǤ���������������ϐ����
the time to commute to the shelter from 
Ringwood, Wanaque, West Milford, Sparta 
and one tele-commutes from Wisconsin. 
These are good people who make great 
things happen for homeless animals. We 
are in awe of them.  They have earned our 
deep appreciation and admiration.

Our volunteers are...
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with the following:
� Ȉ� �������������������������������������������������������
� Ȉ� ������������������������������Ͷͳ��������Ǥ�����������
� Ȉ� ����������������������������ʹ�
�����������������Ǥ�������������
� Ȉ� �����������������������ͺͳͻ�������������Ǥ����������
� Ȉ��ǯ������������ǯ������ǡ�����������������ǡ�ͳ͵ͻͷ����Ǥ�ʹ͵����������������
� Ȉ� �����������������������ͳͶͺ͵�������ʹ͵�͓ͳͶ����������������������������	����������
� Ȉ�����ǯ��	����	�������ͻͲ���������Ǧ������������������������������
� Ȉ�����������������������Ƭ�����������ͺ����������������������������������������������
� Ȉ����Ǧ��������������������������Ǥ����ͳͷʹ�������ʹ͵�����������������
� Ȉ� �������������������ͳʹͷͲ�������ʹ͵�����������
� Ȉ� 	�������
������������������ͳͺ��������Ǥ����������
� Ȉ� ����������������������������������������������ͳʹʹ���������Ǥ�������������
They help support KVAS...Please support them!!!
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forever home to call his own. By their nature, this breed of dog is active and likes to have a job 
to do...fetch a bone or play Frisbee or Tug of War.  EDDIE would be thrilled to have someone 
to take him for walks or engage him in active play. OR, another dog to romp with might be just 
the ticket!!!  If you are no couch potato...or have a dog that is looking for a playmate ...why not 
include EDDIE in your life? Check out the video of him playing with a former shelter friend our 
website. Go to www.kvasnj.org/adopt/meet-our-animals.

EDDIE has been neutered and is  up-to-date with all routine shots. He is  house trained . His  
Primary colors are Black, White and Cream and he has a medium length coat. With two different 
colored eyes, he is quite the handsome boy.

RED is the elder statesman of the shelter. He is a gentle senior pitbull mix who enjoys nothing 
more than laying around on his bed inside (or outside in the sun), chewing on his toy Kong and 
going for walks when the urge strikes! If you are a bit of a couch potato yourself, RED may well 
be the perfect  dog for you. No going out in the rain for this guy--he’s rather stay at your feet and  
become your loyal and loving friend. Everyone who meets RED, realizes what a amiable boy he is. 
He would really like to say “goodbye”  to shelter life and move to the comfort of a home. If you have 
a place in your heart and home for this sweet boy, give us a call and we will be happy to introduce 
you to RED.

RED is neutered and up-to-date with all routine shots. He is house trained would prefer a home 
without cats. His coat length is short and is a warm red hue...thus his name.

Wanted:   Forever Home and Best Friend
Two very special dogs are looking for homes ... what about yours???

���������������������������������
2 Kiel Avenue - # 252
Kinnelon, NJ 07405

Join the KVAS Team . . .
     Volunteers
Always Welcome!
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