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Dear Neighbors and Friends,

Something OLD and Something NEW has come to 
Kinnelon— The Kinnelon Volunteer Animal Shelter,
KVAS for short!

What is OLD is the fact that we have been around since
the mid 1970s caring for the homeless cats and dogs of
Kinnelon and surrounding communities.

What is NEW is that we have a new name. We used to
be known as the Kinnelon-based part of Tri-Boro Animal
Welfare. Now, we have our very own identity. By more
closely identifying ourselves with the town in which our
shelter is located, The Kinnelon Volunteer Animal 
Shelter aims to strengthen our bond with the fabulous 
residents of Kinnelon while continuing to provide services
to many surrounding communities.

Along with our new name comes  a new mailing address,
web site, telephone number etc. You will see our new 
information inside this newsletter.  We also have a brand
new logo.  It too has a
hometown connection. It
was designed for us by 
Morgan Hamill, a Kinnelon
High School student and
daughter of Elaine Hamill, a KVAS volunteer.

What has not changed is our steadfast commitment to the
animals that look to us for the comfort of a warm bed, 
nutritious food and high quality veterinary care while
awaiting their forever home. Our caring volunteers take
great pride in our new motto “Kinnelon Volunteer Animal 
Shelter...a haven ‘til home”.

For homeless animals, KVAS is  a refuge. For those of you
looking to add a new member to your family, KVAS is
your neighborhood shelter; a local presence where you
will find that special pet who will fill your life with joy and
companionship.

Of course, no shelter could fulfill its mission without the
support of donors. We need your help. Won’t you show
your support through a financial contribution to The 
Kinnelon Volunteer Animal Shelter?  We have enclosed
a donation envelope for your use. This will mean so much

as we are a private,
non-profit animal
welfare organiza-
tion and receive
no government 
support.

We at KVAS know
that these are very tough 

economic times but it is at times like this
when the human spirit rises up to help those that cannot
help themselves. If you look into the eyes of a frightened,
lost or unwanted animal, you will know why we cannot
turn away from these very special dogs and cats.

In summary, while the Kinnelon shelter is NEW, 
IMPROVED, RE-INVENTED and RE-ENERGIZED, we are
at our very core, the same caring citizens you have 
supported for years. Stop in and see us at the shelter 
during our Pet Adoption hours (or at PETCO on Rte. 23
on Saturdays) and let us know what you think of our new
image and the work that we do.

As our new name implies...We are your neighbors. We
are an all volunteer organization. We exist to provide 
shelter for very needy animals.

Thank you and may your holidays be warm and 
wonderful,

THE KINNELON VOLUNTEER ANIMAL SHELTER
Board of Directors



Telephone:
973-283-4120

Mailing Address:
2 Kiel Avenue - #252
Kinnelon, NJ  07405

Shelter Address:
118 Kinnelon Road
Kinnelon, NJ  07405

E-Mail Address:
shelter@kvasnj.org

Web Site:
www.kvasnj.org

Board of Directors:
President: Jenn Natale
Vice President: Debbie Shepherd
Secretary: Renee Dols
Treasurer: Cheryl Canale
Cat Managers: Carolyn Gacio

Debbie Shepherd
Dog Mangers: Dee Maharg

Cheryl Canale

THANKS TO ALL THOSE WHO HELP
KVAS PROVIDE A “HAVEN ‘TIL HOME”

• Borough of Kinnelon and the 
Department of Public Works

• Ringwood Animal Hospital
• PETCO of Kinnelon and the

PETCO Foundation
• Anserve
• Kinnelon Liquor Store and their patrons
• D’Angelo and D’Angelo, Attorneys at Law
• Tom Penisch and SirSpeedyNJ.com
• Peter O’Hara for his wonderful photographs
• All our dedicated Volunteers and their Families

CONSIDERING FOSTERING?
By Elaine Hamill, KVAS Foster Mom

People ask me “How can you foster cats? Isn’t it hard
when the cats get adopted?” My response is that the
joy of the adopting family far outweighs my feeling of 
sadness.  To be able to help in accomplishing this happy
ending for a feline whose life may not have started out so
smoothly, is very rewarding. Whether I am fostering a 
kitten or a cat, they all just want to be loved and in return
give you their love and affection.  This is something that
makes all the time worthwhile, and is yet another reason
to want to foster again and again.

MEET GINO...
Who was found along with his siblings and parents,
under a dumpster at a local restaurant.  At press time, he
was 5 months old, cute as a button and available for
adoption. 

Kinnelon Volunteer Animal Shelter

A haven ‘til home

ADOPTION HOURS:
Saturday: at PETCO, Rt. 23, Kinnelon

11 am – 2 pm

Sunday: at our shelter
1 pm - 3 pm

or by appointment
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Thanks!



A MOST HAPPY TALE!
As told by JAKE’s adoptive parents

JAKE came to KVAS in 2010 severely injured as a
result of being hit by an off road vehicle. His injuries
were extensive, not the least being a severely 
damaged eye. Some people believe that animals
like JAKE, make the best companions if for no other
reason than sheer gratitude.  We did.  JAKE has
been nothing shy of remarkable.

When Scott and I first saw him, we knew he would
require extra attention because of his physical con-
ditions. He adapted beautifully, even better than we
anticipated.  He now trots up and down the stairs,
shares sunspots with his new brothers and sisters
and can out- snooze, out-purr and out-do any 
‘competitors’ in the house.  We fostered him at first
to get a feel for how he would fit in with our 
established feline home. It did not take long for him
to find his rhythm with our other pets and win over all in the household.  He is among the first to greet visitors, is playful,
soulful and a special addition to our family. We feel so fortunate to have found each other. Thank you, KVAS for introducing
us to our new family member. —Scott and Leigh 

KVAS NEEDS YOU!

Financial donations are always appreciated, but KVAS
needs your talent and time as well!  Please contact us if
you are willing to donate your time to the animals, or 
donate any of the following skills:

Database Management
Fundraising 

Grant Preparation
Graphic Design

Legal Advice
Shelter Construction Skills

Sponsorship by Local Businesses
Tax Preparation

Technology Support/Computer Skills
Website Support

BENTLEY SAYS HAVE A SAFE HOLIDAY SEASON

HELPFUL HINTS FOR SEASONAL SAFETY

• Antifreeze is toxic.  Store well away from pets.  If 
consumed, call your vet immediately.

• Snow and ice melt can irritate a pets paws, skin and
mouth.  Please wipe all paws when they come inside.
Products that melt snow and ice while keeping paws
safe are available at most pet stores.

• Fireplaces need screens or doors.  Ashes can be 
confused with litter, and lit fires warm and burn.

• Do not leave prescription or over the counter medica-
tions anywhere a pet can reach.  Medications can be
lethal to pets in even small doses.  Check with your
Board of Health on how to dispose of outdated drugs
properly.

• Cats may love to climb fresh cut or artificial trees.
Please make sure your tree is secure in its stand.  Also,
the water in the tree stand can be a hazard 
as it may contain preservatives that cause nausea, 
vomiting or diarrhea.  

• Tinsel and ribbons look prettier on a tree or gift that on
an X-ray of your pet’s intestines.  These items should not
be used as toys.

• Check out the ASPCA’s Animal Poison Control Center 
online at www.aspca.org where you can see a full 
listing of toxic plants as well as an extensive list of
plants that you and your pet can safely enjoy.

Become a

SHELTER ELF

by donating

your time!
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Kinnelon Volunteer Animal Shelter
2 Kiel Avenue – # 252
Kinnelon, NJ 07405

REILLY is a female, spayed, 4-year old Labrador Retriever mix who is up to date on all her vaccinations.  REILLY would
make an excellent addition to a family that is looking to include an energetic dog in their life.  Why not stop by the shelter
on Sunday to visit with REILLY or our other dogs?  Perhaps you will find yourself a new best friend!

If you think that you could offer one of our dogs a forever home, or possibly a foster home that would give them a chance
to experience some much desired “family time”, please contact us.  

AVAILABLE
FOR IMMEDIATE

ADOPTION

“Reilly”
¨


