
KVAS . . . a haven ‘til home
That tag line above says in four words our entire reason for existing. We take in animals in need...the homeless, the lost and the unwanted; and 
give them a place where they will know safety, warmth and comfort until their forever home can be found.  We are a bridge of sorts between one 
phase in a needy animal’s life and the next.  We care for them along the way, and pave a path to their new home. But is it the destination or the 
journey that truly matters? Is it the haven that KVAS provides, or the new home that is important? At the Kinnelon Volunteer Animal Shelter we 
say “it’s both”. But we are only the storytellers---the answer can best be determined by you, the reader.  So, please take a few moments to read 
about FINN, MARGIE and BUZZ and make your own decision...if you can.

FINN’S STORY
From the Fayson Lakes section of Kinnelon came five tiny kittens.  Born outdoors in the 
summer of 2012 they were found by a concerned citizen and came under the care of KVAS 
before the fall breezes blew.  Borrowing the “F” from Fayson, these cute balls of fur were 
named FORREST, FALLON, FABLE, FLETCHER and FINN. Despite their shared DNA each had 
distinctively different markings and vastly different personalities.  There was the curious one, 
the playful one, the mischievous one, the climber and then there was shy FINN.

One by one, his littermates found their forever home but FINN was overlooked time and time 
again.  Whenever a potential adopter came looking, FINN would employ evasive tactics. He 
would hide in a box, behind the sink or under a blanket (hoping to pass himself off as a pile of 
laundry) while all the other cats strutted their stuff.

FINN was content in the confines of the shelter where there was plenty of food and lots of 
comfy beds in which to enjoy his precious naps. Over time, FINN blossomed into a very BIG 
boy.  Now, FINN would argue that this meant that there was more of him to love, but the KVAS 
volunteers knew better and wanted more for him.

One volunteer offered to foster FINN in her home and so he entered what was aptly referred to as the “FINN FOSTER HOME and SPA Facility” 
complete with a custom designed program aimed at bringing him out of his shell and getting him in shape.  There were step classes, laser-toy 
batting practices and tail chasing crunches while the theme from ‘Rocky’ was played to provide inspiration.  His coach (aka foster mom) made 
sure there was also plenty of TLC and a vet-approved special diet. In just a few weeks, FINN was a new man, uh CAT.

When he rejoined the other cats at the shelter, FINN was outgoing and svelte. No longer shy around strangers, he would now jump into 
bags (see picture) and strike his very best “Take Me Home” pose.  When this snapshot was featured in a local newspaper it caught the eye 
of an interested adopter. Two years after he came to KVAS, FINN finally went to his forever home. His dad reports that FINN ‘unpacked’ 
and acclimated to his new surroundings very quickly. He has plenty of room to run, toys to play with and his very own laser-dot toy to help 
maintain his youthful figure.

At another shelter, FINN might never have received the bit of extra care he needed. He might very well have remained in the shadows and 
overstayed the time that another shelter would keep him.

With your support, KVAS will continue to provide the time and loving care that can make all the difference...for FINN and those like him.
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Dear Friends of KVAS,

How many times have you drawn conclusions based upon a first encounter? OR, perhaps 
you have dismissed someone, or something, because of appearances. In this issue, you 
will read about three special animals that were rejected or overlooked on multiple occa-
sions. Despite being dealt a bad hand, each one of them remained good-natured. Maybe 
it was the slightly wagging tail...or an almost silent purr... but our dedicated volunteers 
could see what others had missed.  
FINN, MARGIE and BUZZ each have a different tail to tell but a common message to 
share. They remind us that you should always be kind in your encounters, never judge 
and that there is always a silver lining in every dark cloud. We can learn a lot from ani-
mals!
At KVAS, we remain committed to caring for dogs and cats until that magic moment 
when an ANIMAL becomes a PET. Sometimes that takes a little more time... a little more 
food, and a few more veterinary visits. We could never have cared for them (or all the 
others that will come through our door) without the generous support of donors...like 
you.
Our appreciation extends to:

• Our kindhearted supporters and partners who contribute in so many ways,
• Our incredible volunteers, who give so much of their time, and 
• Our wonderful adopters, who open their hearts and homes to those who 

need them most.
Read on, and be thankful that you have a local shelter that is caring and kind to our four 
legged friends. If you can help us with our mission to provide ...a Haven ‘til Home  we, 
and all of the animals we care for...will be most grateful. 
Be well and Be kind, 

 

Debbie Shepherd, President

Letter from the President

As a non-profit animal welfare and adop-
tion organization, the Kinnelon Volunteer 
Animal Shelter (KVAS) exists to provide 
a haven for homeless and unwanted cats 
and dogs until their forever homes can be 
found.  Some of our animals come to us as 
strays who would have not survived very 
long on their own. Others find their way 
to us through situations where their pre-
vious owner can no longer care for them. 
Regardless of their journey to our door…
once inside they are provided with warm 
and wonderful care.
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Or by appointment:
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appointment. Call 973-283-4120 and 
leave a message.

Kinnelon volunteer
Animal Shelter

... a haven’til home

An open letter from the all the KVAS Animals who have found their forever homes.
Dear KVAS Volunteers and Supporters,

We  were the unwanted ones.  Some of us were abandoned by people who no longer wanted us...
or who loved us, but could no longer take care of us.  Some of us came as newborns, others as 
seniors. We often arrived with fleas, runny noses and empty bellies. Because we were scared and 
unsure, we hissed, scratched and barked at you. You could have turned us away...but you didn’t.
You took us in and made us feel safe and warm.  You made us well and provided a grooming when 
needed.   You made sure we saw the doctor and got vaccinations to keep us healthy.  You had us 
spayed or neutered. 

You took us for long walks, petted and brushed us. You showed us that the touch of a human 
could be warm and wonderful. You took us to Petco showings to allow prospective parents to 
come and look us over. You told them our stories and made all of the introductions. Sometimes it 
took just one look. Others of us spent long periods at the shelter but you never gave up on us.  You 
knew that someday we would find our FOREVER home...AND WE DID! We have all been adopted 
through KVAS. We want to thank you (and all of those who support your good work) for provid-
ing us with ...a haven ‘til home. You changed our lives. You SAVED our lives.

With love from all the ADOPTED cats and dogs,

Margie, Sophie, Penelope, Gracie Mae, Dallas, Finn, Cooper, Stanley,Tux, Delta, Dublin, Chrissy, Bear, 
Cher, Hope, Squeeks, Tony, A.J., Paulie, Jennifer and Meadow



MaRgie’s sToRY
Look at this face...so sweet and so precious. This is MARGIE (now 
called CRICKET) and hers is a Happily-Ever-After tale.  But if not for 
KVAS, it most likely would not have turned out that way.

You see, MARGIE is an American Terrier mix...otherwise known as a 
pitbull. For pitbulls, life can be very hard. And, when you are a pitbull 
who has found its way to a crowded shelter in Newark NJ, the odds of 
survival are low, and the odds of adoption by a loving  family far away 
from the city streets are truly remote. But thanks to a few volunteers 
from the Kinnelon Volunteer Animal Shelter, MARGIE beat the odds.

Many NJ shelters with openings head down South and pick up dogs 
which have desirable breeding or are petite, and are therefore 
considered to be easily adoptable; and we applaud those shelters 
for their efforts.  At KVAS however, we work more locally and try to 
help Jersey dogs who find themselves in difficult situations.

Like all animal lovers, our KVAS volunteers wanted to take every 
dog they saw but knowing that we could care for just one more, 
they were hoping for some kind of special signal to aid in the 
selection process and so they stood in the dog yard and waited. 

While all of the other dogs jumped and caroused, MARGIE walked 
over and established a rapport that said in no uncertain terms 
“ME...it’s ME...I’m the one you are looking for”.   Within minutes, the 
paperwork was finalized and MARGIE was on her way to Kinnelon. 

(Editor’s Note: To be very honest, there were a few KVAS volunteers who thought...why a pitbull???!!!, 
but once they had the chance to experience her sweet disposition, they knew that this small, doe-eyed 
pup was going to make someone a very special pet.)

It did not take long...MARGIE was adopted by a wonderful family with an older dog who had lost his 
canine companion. Having become fast friends, neither will be alone again.

Another shelter would not have taken MARGIE.  Chances were high that she would have not survived 
very long where she was but even if KVAS had to hold on to her for quite some time---this was a life well 
worth saving.  Thank you for the donations you make to KVAS so that we may make these life-altering 
decisions.
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  Kvas’ wish list for the Holidays has just three items on it... 
      DONATE, VOLUNTEER and ADOPT.

Lisa Agront
Brian  Agront
Beate Amos
Cheryl Augusta
Larry Augusta
Joni Bender
John  Bender
Janet Blondek
Adele  Boonstra
Doug  Bernegger
Mary Buda
Cheryl Canale
Doug  Canale
Lisa Crane
Joan Dolph
Paula Evans
Steve  Evans
Nicole  Evans
Carolyn Gacio
Lynne Gaines
John  Gaines
Bill Geiger
Sandi Gros
David Hoenig
Nancy Huber
Karen  Jameson
Roger Jones
Eileen Kitchell

Debra Lautenberg
Jeannie Lewit
Joann  Luterzo
Kathy Magaw
Dee Maharg
Anne Mandanayake
Lynda McTigue
Jennifer Natale
Linda Nebesni
Jean Pokorny
Greg Pokorny
Lisa Pokorny
Joann  Raso
Lynn  Schaper
Ann Shagin
Judy Shepard
Debbie Shepherd
Karen Simpson
Tom Snyder
Jeanne Valentine
Francine Van Heusen
Caitlin Ward
Robert  Ward
Dorothy Watkins
Jeanne Wilkes
Dawn Zaremba
Ken Zaremba

Kvas’ Terrific volunteers
There simply are not enough adjectives 
to describe our fabulous volunteers... 
tireless, devoted, caring, generous come 
close but that would leave out dependable, 
experienced, warm-hearted, nurturing, and 
committed and even those words fall short 
of accurately defining this fine group.

The truth is that with all the attention we 
give to the homeless animals, we some-
times fail to shine the spotlight on the 
extraordinary people who run every facet 
of the Kinnelon Volunteer Animal Shelter.  
We have no paid staff whatsoever...every 
minute of time is donated!! Whether it 
is walking a dog, planning a fundraiser, 
transporting an animal for grooming or a 
vet visit, cleaning cages, interfacing with 
the municipality, fostering a very young or 
ailing animal, introducing pets to potential 
adopters, paying the bills, composing 
newsletters, or scooping poop...it is a 
volunteer who is making it happen.

 “If you want to get a job done, give it to 
a busy person.” (Anon.)  That has never 
been more true than it is at KVAS. Most of 
our volunteers hold down full time jobs, 
raise families and still find time to help 
the animals. Some are retirees or empty 
nesters. Some live in Kinnelon...others do 
not. The only common denominator is 
that they are good people who make great 
things happen for homeless animals. We 
are in awe of them. They have earned our 
deep appreciation and admiration. 

Our volunteers are...

Kvas sincerely appreciates (and deeply cherishes) our relationships 
with the following:
 • Borough of Kinnelon and the Department of Public Works 
 • Butler Veterinary Hospital at 417 Main St. in Butler 
 • Ringwood Animal Hospital at 72 Greenwood Lake Tpk. in Ringwood 
 • D’Angelo and D’Angelo, Attorneys at Law, 1395 Rte. 23 South in Butler
 • Petco store located at 1483 Route 23 #14B in Kinnelon and the Petco Foundation 
 • Mike’s Feed Farm at 90 Paterson-Hamburg Turnpike in Riverdale 
 • Kinnelon Country Wine & Liquor at 86 Boonton Avenue in Kinnelon 
 • Anserve America at 1250 Route 23 in Butler 
 • Sir Speedy Printing and Marketing Services at 122 Ridge Rd. in Lyndhurst
 • Marston Chiropractic at 300 Kakeout Road in Kinnelon
 • Hometown Pharmacy at 36 Main St., #A in Bloomingdale
 • BuyRite Liquor at 29 Main St. in Bloomingdale
 • Dollar Deal, Meadtown Shopping Center in Kinnelon
They support KVAS, Please support them!!!

To join our ranks please 
download and complete a 
Volunteer Application from  
our website www.kvasnj.org.
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BUZZ’S STORY 
By almost anyone’s standards, BUZZ is a stunningly beautiful, long-haired, orange feline. All that hair makes him 
appear to be a pumpkin-colored miniature Wookie, but underneath all that fluff is a relatively small male cat with 
a very sweet temperament. BUZZ came to KVAS in March 2013 when his owner could no longer keep the family’s 
two cats. Such situations are always sad, but this is one of the reasons why KVAS exists. To help alleviate the 
anxiety of the separation, we work especially hard to place “surrendered” cats into a new home as quickly as possible.

To our delight, BUZZ and his companion were adopted within a month. Normally that would be the end of the KVAS chapter in a cat’s life 
story, but nine months later BUZZ was back. Some type of disharmony had caused the second cat to bully BUZZ.  YES...ask any veterinarian 
and they will tell you that bullying exists in the animal world as well. As with humans, the stress was taking its toll. BUZZ had become 
introverted, his coat had lost its shine and he was experiencing digestive problems.

After a complete physical, BUZZ was put on a new diet of prescription wet and dry food along with heavy doses of love and quality care.  
Because of the financial donations of people just like you, we were able to afford the vet visits, medication and special food. Our terrific 

volunteers provided the love and extra grooming. In time, BUZZ settled down and settled in.
Once back to his old self, in June 2014 BUZZ went to live with a very special family who is 
committed to providing him with not only a warm and wonderful home but also the  
compassion he deserves.  He has even bonded with the family’s Maine Coon cat. 

Animals, like people, sometimes hit a rough patch or two. And like people, they need a helping 
hand. KVAS feels that it was a real privilege to provide that for BUZZ and knowing that this 
beautiful cat is finally living the good life is reward enough for us.

We have hundreds of such stories but this ends this section of the newsletter. Our work never ends 
however, as there is always another animal in need.  If you have the heart and the time to join our 
team please go to our website for a volunteer application. If not, a donation of any size will help us 
carry on our work.
An envelope is provided and there is a PayPal option on our website  www.kvasnj.org.  — Thanks.
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2 Kiel Avenue - # 252
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Join the KVAS Team . . .
     Volunteers
Always Welcome!
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