
KVAS . . . a haven ‘til home
That tag line above says in four words our entire reason for existing. We take in animals in need…the homeless, the lost and the unwanted; 
and give them a place where they will know safety, warmth and comfort until their Forever Home can be found. We are a bridge of sorts be-
tween one phase in an innocent animal’s life and the next. We care for them along the way and pave a path to their new home. For as long as it 
takes, we nurture them in our shelter and in our arms as needed. Then, one day the dream of a Forever Home becomes a reality.

Please take a few moments to read about our shelter and about some very special animals who are living proof that fairyTAILS really do come 
true.

Our stories tend to start with the moment an animal comes through our front door but there is always a prequel. Where did the animal come 
from, and how and why did they come to be placed in a shelter? In the parlance of animal welfare organizations…these animals are referred 
to as SURRENDERS. This past year we have seen more of them than ever before. Every surrendered animal’s story is unique but the result is 
always the same…a dog or cat has been separated from the person they loved most and the only home they have ever known.

They arrive frightened and disoriented…and their lives will never be the same. They are depressed, won’t eat and hide under any blanket, 
pillow or rug we provide. They tremble and we need to work fast to determine if that is fear or illness. They need to be seen by a vet and that 
can be traumatic as well. It is hard on them…and often on our volunteers as well. So, allow us to take a moment to address the commitment of 
pet ownership/adoption.  It’s a big step…kind of like marriage in a way.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD is a lovely wedding sentiment but it applies equally well to pets.  On a stormy night OR when you are not feeling well 
OR whenever you need a friend, it is great comfort to have your pet snuggle close to you. You each exhale and all your worries seem to melt 
away. You want that level of close companionship to continue for a lifetime.

And there is a second vow that applies to pets as well… ‘TIL DEATH DO US PART. How we at the Kinnelon Volunteer Animal Shelter wish these 
words were taken to heart when a pet is first adopted. Far too often and far too easily, pets are surrendered or abandoned for less than a good 
reason.

When a legitimate reason exists, KVAS (and most shelters) will do all they can to help. Some animals have come to us when their owners 
became too old or infirmed to continue to provide adequate care. These situations are heartbreaking for both pet and owner, and we do our 
very best to ease the pain of separation. Sometimes however, the “give-up” is because the pet has become an inconvenience.

We hope that this lack of respect for animals will change and we are doing our best to educate potential adopters about the lifelong commit-
ment they need to make. Until this travesty of pets being a disposable commodity ceases, KVAS will work hard to live up to our motto of being 
a Haven ’til Home. We have done so for animals like ONYX, DOTTIE & TIGER and BUZZ. Read on to meet them and learn of their journeys.

ONYX 
In early May, KVAS was contacted about a cat who was left to fend for itself in a house that was abandoned 
by its owner when a medical emergency arose.  A concerned family member had been leaving food but was 
unable to do more. KVAS stepped in and retrieved the cat.  He was emaciated, his long hair matted to his 
skinny body and signs of extreme distress were evident. He needed help and there was no time to spare. 
Our vet (in whom we have well-earned confidence) was not hopeful, but was willing to try and thanks to 
donors like you…so was KVAS. 

The cat needed to be completely shaved due to a flea infestation and to treat skin sores caused by neglect. 
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Dear Friends of KVAS,

It has been such a busy year for the animal shelter and I have much to share with you but allow 
me to begin (and end) by saying THANK-YOU. Thank-you for staying with us ...by adopting our ani-
mals, making donations of all kinds and volunteering. On some level, not much has changed…our 
building remains the same and is in need of repair.  At times, it may have looked that we were not 
open for business but I can assure you that KVAS NEVER CLOSED. Despite all of the construction 
projects that went on all around us, the very loud and heavy equipment, the dust and the removal 
of trees…WE KEPT OUR DOORS AND ARMS WIDE-OPEN. We had to… the animals and community 
depend on us. 

As of this writing, KVAS is still waiting for the Borough to help 
us with some much-needed shelter renovations (after all, the 
part of the building we occupy has been mainly untouched for 
40+ years). We are a patient (but persistent) group, and so 
we will keep working with the town for as long as it takes to 
renovate the space. We’re told that the repairs needed to get 
us through this Winter (roof and drainage fixes, fire alarms etc.) will be done soon and the more 
structural work will get underway in the Spring. 

Don’t get us wrong…we are extremely grateful to the municipality. They allow us to use the space 
and provide our utilities but after all these years the place needs upgrading. But, their help will 
only go so far. The remainder rests on our shoulders. Every dollar KVAS is able to raise toward 
‘shelter building improvements’ will go toward needed items like a new sink and cabinet doors to 
replace those that no longer close. All other funds we raise are earmarked for the basics…vet bills, 
pet food, cleaning supplies, etc. 

As you will see from our cover article, we have been accepting and caring for many “surrendered” 
cats but we have not been able to house dogs in the shelter for more than a year.  The comings and 
goings of contractors and construction workers…and the constant flow of debris made it impos-
sible for us to safely care for canines in the yard. We miss having dogs and helping them to find 
good homes so we hope it will not be too much longer before the kennels are once again filled with 
the sound of woofs and barks.

We hope you appreciate our efforts. We truly appreciate your kind, caring and generous ways. 
Thank-you.
Thank-you.
Be kind to animals and yourselves,

Debbie Shepherd, President

Letter from the President

As a non-profit animal welfare and adop-
tion organization, the Kinnelon Volunteer 
Animal Shelter (KVAS) exists to provide 
a haven for homeless and unwanted cats 
and dogs until their forever homes can be 
found.  Some of our animals come to us as 
strays who would have not survived very 
long on their own. Others find their way 
to us through situations where their pre-
vious owner can no longer care for them. 
Regardless of their journey to our door…
once inside they are provided with warm 
and wonderful care.

Management Team
President: Debbie Shepherd
Vice President: Kathy Magaw
Secretary: Ann Shagin
Treasurer: Cheryl Canale
Trustee: Dorothy Depies
Cat Manager: Debbie Shepherd
Dog Managers: Dee Maharg
 Cheryl Canale

Mailing Address
2 Kiel Avenue - #252
Kinnelon, New Jersey 07405

Shelter Address
118 Kinnelon Road
Kinnelon, New Jersey 07405

Telephone
973-283-4120

Email
shelter@kvasnj.org

Web Site
www.kvasnj.org

Adoptions
Saturday: at PETCO
  Rt. 23, Kinnelon
  11 am - 2 pm
  
Or schedule a personal appointment. Call 
973-283-4120 and leave a message.

Kinnelon Volunteer
Animal Shelter

... a haven’til home

An open letter from all the KVAS Animals who have found their forever homes.
Dear KVAS Volunteers and Supporters,

We  were the unwanted ones.  Some of us were abandoned by people who no longer wanted us...
or who loved us, but could no longer take care of us.  Some of us came as newborns, others as 
seniors. We often arrived with fleas, runny noses and empty bellies. Because we were scared and 
unsure, we hissed, scratched and barked at you. You could have turned us away...but you didn’t.
You took us in and made us feel safe and warm.  You made us well and provided a grooming when 
needed.   You made sure we saw the doctor and got vaccinations to keep us healthy.  You had us 
spayed or neutered. 

You petted and brushed us. You showed us that the touch of a human could be warm and wonder-
ful. You took us to Petco showings to allow prospective parents to come and look us over. You 
told them our stories and made all of the introductions. Sometimes it took just one look. Others 
of us spent long periods at the shelter but you never gave up on us.  You knew that someday we 
would find our FOREVER home...AND WE DID! We have all been adopted through KVAS. We want 
to thank you (and all of those who support your good work) for providing us with ...a haven ‘til 
home. You changed our lives. You SAVED our lives.

With love from all the animals ADOPTED this year,

Bear, Brady, Buzz, Cheddar, Chloe, Cinder, Copper, Dottie, Emmett, Jack, Keanu, Mia, Moby, Night, 
Phaedo, Silver, Tabitha, Tiger, Toby, Tucker, and Ziggy



Tests showed that beyond the malnutrition, this senior cat had diabetes which if left untreated would 
claim his life. At this point, most shelters would have thrown in the towel and made a hard decision but 
that is not what we do… and not who we are. Instead, we gave him a name which captured the sleek 
beautiful cat we knew to be inside this fragile and trembling being. We called him ONXY…and hoped 
and prayed.

With the veterinarian’s skill and the kind and patient care of a KVAS volunteer who took ONXY into her 
home for foster care, ONYX came back from the brink, survived the loss of his owner and home, and 
now thrives. He is living proof that the kindness and generosity of strangers can change…and save… a 
life. At this writing, OXYX is still looking for his forever home but will receive TLC from KVAS until the 
right person steps forward. Could it be you?

DOTTIE & TIGER
This sister and brother pair of tabbies had been adopted as kittens 
by a woman who was now up in years and whose health had recently 
deteriorated. Sadly, she needed hospice care and with no family 
members willing to take the cats, and no provision made for their care, 
in April DOTTIE and TIGER found themselves in a shelter…with nothing 
familiar but each other.

Their owner had provided these two felines with excellent medical care 
and her family did so as well by surrendering them to KVAS only after a wellness check was conducted 
by their veterinarian and full medical clearance was given. Too often this is not the case (as you know 
after reading ONYX’s story) so we felt not only fortunate, but grateful as well to not have to incur im-
mediate vet expenses.

Their owner had made but one request…PLEASE do not separate them.
  
As with any siblings there was the occasional spat but more often than not, our volunteers found these 
two nose-to-nose or huddled together. And, while it is easier to adopt out one cat rather than two, KVAS 
remained committed to fulfilling their owner’s wish.

Months passed and although they settled into the routine of life in a shelter…good food and a warm bed, 
DOTTIE & TIGER had no family to call their own. 
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  KVAS’ Wish List for the Holidays has just three items on it... 
      DONATE, VOLUNTEER and ADOPT.

Beate Amos
Nicki Ariza
Cheryl Augusta
Larry Augusta
Joni Bender
John Bender
Janet Blondek
Doug Bernegger
Mary Buda
Cheryl Canale
Doug Canale
Dorothy Depies 
Tracy Dion 
Joan Dolph
Tina Flood
Laura Gakos
Susan Graham
Sandi Gros
Nicole Heller
David Hoenig
Edward Hoo
Nancy Huber
Karen Jameson

Roger Jones
Eileen Kitchell
Debra Lautenberg
Jeannie Lewit
Kathy Magaw
Dee Maharg
Lynda McTigue
Michelle Palus
Jean Pokorny
Joann Raso
Lynn Schaper
Ann Shagin
Debbie Shepherd
Karen Simpson
Tom Snyder
Jeanne Valentine
Francine Van Heusen
Caitlin Ward
Robert Ward
Jeanne Wilkes
Mayu Yonebayashi
Dawn Zaremba
Ken Zaremba

KVAS’ Terrific Volunteers
There simply are not enough adjectives 
to describe our fabulous volunteers... 
tireless, devoted, caring, generous come 
close but that would leave out dependable, 
experienced, warm-hearted, nurturing and 
committed and even those words fall short.

The truth is that with all the attention we 
give to the homeless animals, we some-
times fail to shine the spotlight on the 
extraordinary people who run every facet 
of the Kinnelon Volunteer Animal Shelter.  
We have no paid staff whatsoever...every 
minute of time is donated!! Whether it 
is planning a fundraiser, transporting an 
animal for grooming or a vet visit, cleaning 
cages, interfacing with the municipality, 
fostering a very young or ailing animal, 
introducing pets to potential adopters, 
paying the bills, composing newsletters, 
or scooping poop...it is a volunteer who is 
making it happen.

 “If you want to get a job done, give it to 
a busy person.” (Anon.)  That has never 
been more true than it is at KVAS. Most of 
our volunteers hold down full time jobs, 
raise families and still find time to help 
the animals. Some are retirees or empty 
nesters. Some live in Kinnelon...others do 
not. The only common denominator is 
that they are good people who make great 
things happen for homeless animals. We 
are in awe of them. They have earned our 
deep appreciation and admiration. 

Our volunteers include...

KVAS sincerely appreciates (and deeply cherishes) our relationships 
with the following:
 • Acu-Data Business Products Inc., at 1572 Route 23 North in Butler
 • Anserve America at 1250 Route 23 in Butler
 • Borough of Kinnelon and the Department of Public Works
 • Butler Veterinary Hospital at 417 Main St. in Butler
 • D’Angelo and D’Angelo, Attorneys at Law at 1395 Rt. 23 South in Butler
 • Divine Cleaners at 615 Route 23 South in Pompton Plains
 • Dollar Deal, 1483 Route 23 South in Kinnelon
 • Flowers Galore & More at 503 Main St. in Butler
 • Hometown Pharmacy at 36 Main St., #A in Bloomingdale
 • Kinnelon Country Wines & Liquors at 86 Boonton Ave in Kinnelon
 • Marston Chiropractic at 300 Kakeout Road in Kinnelon
 • Meadtown Cleaners at 1483 Route 23 in Kinnelon
 • Mike’s Feed Farm at 90 Paterson-Hamburg Turnpike in Riverdale
 • Nature’s Pavilion, 564 Route 23 North in Pompton Plains
 • Petco store at 1483 Route 23, #14B in Kinnelon and the Petco Foundation
 • Ringwood Animal Hospital at 72 Greenwood Lake Tpk. in Ringwood
 • Sir Speedy Printing and Marketing Services at 122 Ridge Rd. in Lyndhurst
 • Stumble Inn, 231 Hamburg Turnpike in Bloomingdale
They support KVAS, Please support them!!!

To join our ranks please 
download and complete a 
Volunteer Application from  
our website:

www.kvasnj.org
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In late October, all that changed when a lovely couple came to KVAS looking for two big cats and asked to meet ones that might be overlooked 
by other adopters. No matchmaker was needed. It was LOVE and HOME at first sight. And if that wasn’t enough of a good thing, KVAS was able 
to contact the original owner’s family and let them know that the wish of togetherness had been granted.

BUZZ  —  If BUZZ looks familiar it is because this stunningly beautiful orange long-haired feline was featured in our 2014/15 newsletter. 
He first came to KVAS in 2014 when his owner said that he was eating very little and was not getting along with another cat in the household. 

A thorough physical exam revealed that he had ‘crystals’ which are somewhat similar to kidney stones in 
humans. They can be quite painful and make a cat feel very much under the weather. He received meds and 
was placed on a diet of special food.  Back in the shelter, he did fine and got along well with a number of other 
cats sharing our open-space environment.  In June of that year, BUZZ went home with a new family.  Another 
happy ending.

Two years went by but this past summer BUZZ was surrendered back into our care and again we were advised 
that he was not getting along with a second cat in the home. (Note:  Many, many shelters will not welcome back 
an animal once it has been adopted---but KVAS honors its commitment to being a haven even when the Forever 
Home does not work out. 

HUMMM…we wondered, what could be causing the problem with BUZZ?  Our first thought was to have our veterinarian look for anything 
physically amiss but nothing was found. At the shelter, we decided to keep a keen eye on him, and while BUZZ regularly visited with other 
cats, we observed that he seemed most content when off on his own. Apparently, BUZZ wanted to be an ONLY cat. 

With his extremely good looks, there was a good deal of interest in him but we weren’t willing to give up on finding a home where he could be 
a single cat.  We interviewed several potential adopters and found what we hoped to be BUZZ’s final Forever Home. The problem was that the 
family was several states away and the journey was not something that they could make anytime soon.

Once more a KVAS volunteer came to the rescue and took BUZZ on a road trip to meet his new family. (Talk about going the extra mile!) It was 
obvious from first glance that this was a match made in heaven.  There are lots of family members to snuggle with and even a Boxer compan-
ion…but on the feline-front, BUZZ is alone at last.

The lasting message we want to leave you with is that pets depend entirely on their owners for care. They are a lifetime commitment. Make 
plans for their future in the event that you may not always be able to provide for them. Speak to family members and include them in your 
will. A shelter should only be an option of last resort. We try hard, but we are no substitute for a loving home.

Even with proper planning things can still go wrong and a surrender may be necessary. KVAS will be there to help but we can’t do it without 
your support. So ask yourself . . . do I care enough? We are hoping that your answer will be the best vow of all . . . I DO.
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SHOP online and HELP KVAS’ HOMELESS ANIMALS at the same time! What could be better than that? 
Enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient 
shopping features as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when you 
shop at smile.amazon.com, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to KVAS...at NO COST TO YOU.

You can do it in three simple steps.
-Go to this link: smile.amazon.com
-Sign in to your Amazon Account
-Select the Kinnelon Volunteer Animal Shelter as your charity

Kinnelon Volunteer Animal Shelter
2 Kiel Avenue - # 252
Kinnelon, NJ 07405

Join the KVAS Team . . .
     Volunteers
Always Welcome!
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